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Day 1: Monday, May 3 - Return to Me
“Return to me and I will return to you” Zechariah 1:3
God is calling you. In a deeper sense than any other species of earthbound creature, you are called.
And in a deeper sense, you are free - free to say yes or even to say no. We can choose to turn a deaf ear
to Christ and say that no call came for you. And we can even deny that God exists. What a gift of
amazing grace - that the One who made us allows us to even deny His existence! God created us with
the power to disobey - for the freedom to obey would be nothing at all without the corresponding
freedom to disobey. We can answer no, or we can answer yes.
Our fulfillment as a human being depends on our answer, for it is a loving Lord who calls you through
the world’s fog to His arms of peace. If you trust Him, you will obey Him gladly. We see this so clearly in
the book of 1 Samuel as Hannah is desperately seeking the voice of God. The cry of Hannah is heartfelt
and pure, as she is crying out in desperation to hear the voice of God:
“She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. And she vowed a vow and said,
“O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not
forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his
life.” 1 Sam 1:10-11
For years, people around her mocked, provoked, irritated Hannah because she was not able to bear
children since the Lord “closed her womb” (v.5). Yet, the Lord granted Hannah a “double portion,
because “He loved her”.
Read that again, “He loved her”.
How deep the Father’s love for us, that he knows our heart, our desires, our longings, he knows
everything because He loves you. Yet why would the Lord close Hannah’s womb when she desired to
have a child? Doesn’t He love Hannah? The Lord deeply loved Hannah, and a part of what He was
teaching Hannah was to call out to Him. In all things, call out to God, seek His voice and He will direct
and guide. Give your yes to God, and He will take care of the rest.
What we see in 1 Samuel is a perfect example of seeking God’s voice and coming with a heart of
desperation to know Him and be with Him. “I am a woman troubled in spirit… I have been pouring out
my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all along I have been
speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation” (v.15-16). Hannah spoke from her heart, she laid it all
out to the Lord. Her fears, her worries, her hurt, and the Lord delighted in her surrender to Him.
God heard her cry and He answered, like He always does, without fail. The Lord granted Hannah a son,
“and in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I
have asked for him from the Lord”. Hannah’s beautiful surrender in saying your will be done Lord came
with an amazing gift that God used to magnify His Kingdom. Hannah immediately praised the Lord and
offered Samuel to God, surrendering yet again the one gift she so deeply desired and prayed for. It
wasn’t her’s to keep or hold, but the Lord’s to do as He willed with Samuel. “Oh Lord, my lord! As you
live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord. For this
child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition that I made to him. Therefore, I have lent him
to the Lord. As long as he lives, he is lent to the Lord. And he worshiped the Lord there.” (v. 26-28).

Are you willing to say “yes” to God? To trust him with your desires? Obey him without hesitation?
Surrender your will to God, and cry out in desperation just as Hannah did, earnestly seek His voice and
He will do far more than you could ever imagine. Hannah cried out to God asking for one son, yet God
blessed her for seeking Him, trusting Him, and obeying Him that He granted her three sons and two
daughters. What a faithful God we serve, who gives us even more than we could ever imagine.

For Further Reading: 1 Samuel 1
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
● Ask the Lord for a heart of desperation to seek God, like that of Hannah. Come with a
hungry heart to the Lord.
● Give the Lord your desires and surrender it to Him and ask for faith to trust Him to do
with your desires as He plans.

Day 2: Tuesday, May 4 - Hear His Voice
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. Hebrew 4:12
For the purpose of this devotional I want you to think about God's voice, not as words we hear, but as a
living, multidimensional force that transcends space and time. When God speaks, His intent is to
saturate and transform every inch of our being from the inside out - spirit, soul and body.
Scripture tells us that those who follow Jesus recognize His voice, but this does not necessarily mean
that we hear Him loud and clear. Because of the nature of His voice -the voice that spoke creation into
existence and holds all things together- to recognize His voice is to become increasingly aware of His
presence that resonates in and around you.
To do this, to become more and more aware and to “hear” Him more and more clearly, we must allow
ourselves to be transformed. Our minds must be renewed, we are to have a sound mind, the mind of
Christ, that recognizes the sound and the pull of God's omnipotent voice.
The most effective and essential way for this transformation to take place is to be in the Bible daily. To
take in the tangible word of God, our daily bread, and allow His living words to reverberate through us,
bring us higher and tune us into Him and His ways. The Bible is a light and a lamp to our feet. When this
light enters us we must meditate on it. Ask the Lord to cast out the darkness in our hearts and
thoughts. To completely surrender what we are trying to hold on to and lay it completely down at the
feet of Jesus. God wants you to be renewed in His spirit and to be more sensitive to the voice of God.
We can however, hinder ourselves from experiencing the voice of God and more often than not it is
because we trust our own voice on the subject. God has little room to transform our ways if we are set
in them and unwilling to submit ourselves completely to the Potter’s hands. It is crucial to realize the
supremacy of our Creator and yield ourselves lovingly and willingly. By submitting ourselves to the
voice of God and allowing the spirit and life in His voice to make us new, we enter into an even deeper,
more intimate union with the One who knew us before time began.

For Further Reading: John 6:63, Revelation 3:20, Psalm 119:105
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
● Invite the Holy Spirit to be your teacher. Pray and ask Him to sanctify, cleanse and prepare you
to discern and know the voice of God
● I challenge you to humble yourself and lay your mind at the feet of Jesus. Pray for Him -the way,
truth and life- to unravel and rewrite every thought or mindset or heart motive that does not
align with what God is speaking over you
● Finally ask the Father for a gift. Desire and pray that He would open your spiritual senses to
know His voice and experience the magnificence of His glory to a greater extent.

Day 3: Wednesday, May 5 - Seek Him First
“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-34)
There was a hymn we used to sing on Friday evenings around a dying bonfire at my childhood youth
camp that began with the words “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”. After a week of nonstop fun with
your friends and learning about God and the Bible from a speaker, the camp staff, as well as your fellow
campers, there was often a stunning clarity that came with sitting below the great open sky and singing
those words. The God who created the universe and everything in it, who orchestrates everything from
the next President of the United States to the symphony of the cicadas in the trees, wants me to seek
Him.
As Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) to the crowd that gathered to hear Him teach,
He was likely speaking to people of wildly varying social classes. For some, their daily needs were
sufficiently met by their vocations or their family’s wealth. But, given the kinds of people that Jesus
tended to attract, there were presumably also many people who were extremely poor and did not
know where their next meal would come from. Jesus himself likely did not grow up with much money;
we see that his parents offered pigeons at the temple as a sacrifice after his birth, probably because
they could not afford a lamb (Luke 2:22-24) and throughout His ministry, Jesus and His followers largely
subsisted off the generosity of others (Luke 8:2–3). Since He likely knew some form of poverty, Jesus
would not have said the things that He did in today’s passage lightly.
As Americans, many of us live the (often unrealized) luxury of not having to focus too hard on our next
meal. However, the issue Jesus is raising in this passage is not our concern for earthly things (He knows
we need food and water to live), it is the sinful heart posture that places earthly needs and desires
above knowing His will. If we are to seek God first above all things—even the food and water that we
need to stay alive, that must tell us how incredibly important it is to seek God in all things—for His will
to be done on earth as it is in heaven, for His righteousness to permeate our sinful flesh, and for His
direction and will for our lives.
How often do we rattle off a list of things we would like God to do and/or provide in our lives with
considerably less time spent asking for His will to be done and listening for His answers? That is not to
say that petitioning God is a bad thing—in fact, He encourages it. But, as we look to move into new
endeavors and step into the bold life that Christ inspires us to live, seeking Him and His kingdom will
much more powerfully influence your new endeavors than listing off a laundry list of things you think
He ought to accomplish in your life. Our God wants us to seek Him in all things, but it is important to
seek our God with a kingdom perspective in mind.

For Further Reading: Matthew 4, 6 & 7; Deuteronomy 8
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
● Ask the Lord to give you the faith to seek Him first in all things
● Surrender any preconceived ideas you have about how you believe God should move in your life
● Pray for wisdom about what new endeavors He wants to see you step into

Seek Ye First
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!
Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.
Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!
Man shall not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds out from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Day 4: Thursday, May 6 - In the Secret Places
“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the LORD, “and not a God far away? Who can hide in secret places
so that I cannot see them” declares the LORD. “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” declares the LORD.
Jeremiah 23:23-24
This verse in Jeremiah tells of us a paradox in how God relates to us. God is both near and He is far. He
fills heaven and earth, yet He hides in secret places. This paradox creates a tension in our expectation
to see God work in tangible ways in our lives. Many of us are comfortable with the omnipresence of
God. We know that He is everywhere, we know that He is sovereign over the universe, and we know
that He dwells in every believer. We take comfort in these realities. Yet even though He is everywhere,
it is just as true that He hides Himself in secret places. That He can only be truly found when He is
sought out. Verse after verse in the Bible present God as One who is found after He is sought out.
To truly seek the voice of God,, the Word especially tells us that it is not always an all-pervasive sound
that stimulates all of our senses, but it comes to those who are attentive to hear it. In 1 Kings 19, Elijah
is running away from Ahab and Jezebel when a powerful wind comes, an earthquake, and then a fire.
Yet God did not speak to Elijah through any of those powerful forces of nature. God spoke to Him in a
gentle whisper. In the midst of all the other noise, God’s voice came quietly. Oftentimes it takes focused
attention and quietness of soul, to be able to hear that whisper.
In my own life, I have been moved by the idea of God being one who hides Himself in secret places,
who reveals Himself to those who diligently seek Him, and who oftentimes speaks in a whisper.
Sometimes we can only truly find Him and hear His voice when we mute out all the other noise. When
we quiet out all of the distractions of social media, and the news, and Netflix, and any other thing that
is a louder voice in our ear.
Let us learn how to be people that seek out God as our only treasure, and drown out all the other noise
to hear his voice.

For Further Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-12, Hebrews 11:6, Matthew 7:7-12
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
● Ask the Lord to help you be free from distractions and to be able to quiet your soul
● Ask God for freedom from all forms of anxiety
● Pray that the Lord will help you to be able to tune in to hear His voice more clearly

Day 5: Friday, May 7 - And the Word Was God
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. " John 1:1
We call the Bible the Word of God for a reason. It was inspired by Him. He used His people to tell His
story, and it is one of the most accessible ways to learn the voice of God. We have 66 books in the Bible
that share a love story between a creator and His chosen ones out of creation. We get to see that our
God is an emotional God. That He is love, yet can walk out in wrath. That He is justice, but not by
anything we humans can comprehend. That from the fall of man, God had already paved a way for our
redemption (Gen 3:15).
I once had a friend who was wrestling with the tragic loss of a dear friend. They had stopped hearing
the voice of God and didn’t know how to find it again. Someone had asked them how often they read
their Bible, and they simply said they did not see the point in it anymore. This person then said to my
friend, “Well it must be hard to hear someone if you do not know what they sound like.”
That statement has always stuck with me, and has really impacted the way I read the Word. That not
only is it a love story between a Father and His children, but it is His voice. It is how He works. It is his
character. It shows who He is and who we are to Him. We have been given this gift of the Bible. This
depth of history, hope, longing, desperation, redemption, grace, and steadfast love. It can be ours in an
instant. However, we are the ones that need to make the choice to seek it out. To put in the time and
effort to learn how He speaks. To learn what His voice sounds like.
John goes on in chapter one to state how “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”(John 1:14).
Not only is the Word of God living and active, but it is a person, and this person is Jesus. The only thing
that Jesus used to defend himself against the devil when He was in the wilderness was scripture, and
He came out on top. To seek out the Word of God is to seek out His voice, and to learn about the riches
of His character.

For Further Reading: John 1, Matthew 4:1-11, Luke 4:1-13
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
●

Ask the Lord to fill you with a deeper desire for His word, for the parts of it that you might not
go to naturally.
● Invite the Lord into your heart and perspective of Him. Ask Him to show you the half truths or
mistruths you may be believing about Him.
● Open yourself up to hearing the word of God in a new way. Whether it's His still small voice, a
scripture, or through a friend.

Day 6: Saturday, May 8 - To Humble Ourselves
“Jehoshaphat then said to the King of Israel, ‘Inquire, please today, of the word of the Lord.’ …. ‘Is there
no longer here a prophet of the Lord of whom we may inquire?’” 2 Chronicles 18:4-6
Jehoshaphat was the son of Asa who was the great grandson of Solomon. During his reign, the Lord
granted the nation tranquility because of this righteous king who followed the way of the Lord. His son
married Ahab’s daughter (I Kings 8:18) so the two kings were close. (The two used to be enemies in the
previous generation.) Ahab asked Jehoshaphat to go with him and fight against the Syrians. He assured
Ahab of his alliance, but then he said: “let’s ask the Lord first” (in modern translation.) When Ahab, the
wicked king, brought out his four hundred prophets, Jehoshaphat immediately recognized that those
were not the true prophets of God, so he insisted to seek out the true voice of the God of Israel (vs. 6).
The Scriptures state that Jehoshaphat “sought out the God of his father and followed His
commandments.” (II Chron. 17: 4) That was the reason that “The dread of the Lord was upon all the
kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah; they did not make war against Jehoshaphat. Some of
the Philistines would bring tribute and loads of silver to Jehoshaphat. Also the Arabs would bring him
flocks….” (II Chron. 17:10-11)
Seeking the Lord’s voice is such a pivotal foundation for our spiritual walk in life. If we humble ourselves
and seek out the Lord, the blessings that are produced are both beneficial and have a powerful
overwhelming ripple effect. Even though Jehoshaphat went into battle with Ahab, the Lord saved his
life while Ahab died in the battle. The enemies of Israel bowed down and brought tributes, a rare
phenomenon in the history of the Jewish people.
Let us set our hearts to seek the Lord and hear His voice all the more in our days. He will speak to us in
various ways He sees fit that can get to us. We must first humble ourselves so we can hear His voice.
Prayer: Father God, I humbly come before You. Would You speak to me regarding the decisions I need to
make today? I pray for sensitivity to hear Your voice when You speak. I set my heart to follow you all the
days of my life. Blessed be the Name of the Lord Who was, Who is, and Who is to come!

For Further Reading: Hebrews 3, Revelation 3:20
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
● Ask the Lord to dwell in your heart, that He would make a home in your heart. Give him
the keys to your heart.
● Ask the Lord for greater humility, “Not to do my will, but Him who sent me” John 6:38
● Discipline to daily incline your ear to the Lord and call on Him daily.

Day 7: Sunday, May 9 - Speak Lord
“Speak, Lord, for your servant hears” 1 Samuel 3:9
The story of the prophet Eli and young Samuel is a beautiful example of God’s tangible presence. During a time
when “...the word of the Lord was seldom heard, and no vision was granted… Samuel had not yet come to know
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not been disclosed to him.” The child was sleeping alone in the temple,
near the ark of God, when he heard what he thought was Eli’s voice calling his name. Three times he ran
obediently to his master; three times he was told that Eli had not called. At last Eli realized that it was the Lord
and told the boy what to say next time.
“The Lord came and stood there, and called, ‘Samuel, Samuel,’ as before. Samuel answered, ‘Speak; your servant
hears you”
The Lord was speaking clearly to young Samuel, His voice so distinct and real that Samuel thought it was Eli. Have
you heard the voice of God so clearly as Samuel did? How wonderful a gift to hear God’s voice, let us keep our
ears open to sense his promptings in our life.
The Lord called the boy Samuel in a simple yet profound way, just as He is calling you. Have you asked the Lord to
speak to you and stand with you just as Samuel experienced?
God is constantly speaking to His people, yet too often we miss out on hearing God’s voice because we are
distracted by ourselves. As humans we are broken, sinful, and incredibly prideful. Thinking we can do everything
in our power, in our understanding, in our own ways. Rather than coming to the Lord first and saying “Speak to
me Father”. God could have chosen to do everything Himself, being all sovereign He is fully capable of it. But
instead, He so conceived the world that birds must build nests and sit on eggs, microbes must break down
organisms, bees must construct honeycombs, and man must will and work.
God does not coerce us to follow Him. He invites us. He wills that we should. If we want to be disciples, we place
ourselves under someone’s direction. He tells us what to do, and we find our happiness in doing it. We will not
find it anywhere else. We will not find it by doing only what we want to do and not doing what we don’t want to
do. That is the popular idea of what freedom is, but it does not work. Freedom and joy lies in seeking God and
resting in Him. God has created you to have a close friendship with you, He wants to show you His splendor and
glory.
Immerse yourself in God’s Word and ask the Lord to remove barriers in your life that are pulling you away from
Him. Grow in worship and adoration of Him. Ask Him to remove all strongholds in your life, to uproot them from
your heart and mind. God wants to release in you the abundance of His freedom, He wants to see you flourish
with Him fearlessly and boldly.
Pursue the beauty of His heart and you will find change and transformation in His presence just as Samuel did.
“Speak Lord” we are ready to be transformed by you.

For Further Reading: Romans 8
Today’s Prayer and Reﬂection:
●
●
●

Ask the Lord for a fervency of spirit. Desire to dwell with Him in the secret place and be
transformed and renewed by the power of His love for you
Ask the Lord to remove the pride in your life that hinders you from seeking Him deeper.
Ask Him to show you the path of life, fully desiring to be dependent on Him.

